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probable explanation. Soldiers 'ranked' sailors
afloat in the sixteenth century; and Drake's was
the first fleet in the world in which seamen-
admirals were allowed to fight a purely naval
action.

We be three poor Mariners, newly come from the Seas,
We spend our lives in jeopardy while others live at ease.
We care not for those Martial-men that do our states

disdain,
But we care for those Merchant-men that do our states

maintain.

A third old sea-song gives voice to the universal
complaint that landsmen cheat sailors who come
home flush of gold.

For Sailors they be honest men,
And they do take great pains,

But Land-men and ruffling lads
Do rob them of their gains.

Here, too, is some Cordial Advice against the
wiles of the sea, addressed To all rash young Men,
who think to Advance their decaying Fortunes by
Navigation, as most of the sea-dogs (and gentlemen-
adventurers like Gilbert, Raleigh, and Cavendish)
tried to do.